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means of launching on the American continent at any time a
revolution on an unprecedented scale. Sooner or later America's
hour will strike, and vast breakdowns and disorders will be the
starting-point of a new future. When asked how this upheaval was
possible he replied with a wealth of alleged facts, such as it was
impossible for anyone in Germany really to know. He pointed to
the continually increasing mass of the uprooted, and to the
destruction of the old world of colonists with their very definite
social and political ideas. There is a vast army, he said, of the
disappointed in business, those who have gone under in the
economic struggle, the class that has everywhere formed a
reservoir for the new revolution. Then there is a special world of
completely irresponsible youths, the world of adventurers and
gangsters. There is a contingent of no small importance of
individuals who take pleasure in atrocities and the infliction of
torture. In the eyes of the Nazi elite this America was a world
of almost naked brutality, in which the will to power and the
readiness for the ruthless use of violence were disguised only by a
thin film of conventions which could be broken through at any
time. What a field for subversive propaganda, for the formation of
revolutionary cadres! All those bootleggers and other relics of
prohibition could be subsidized. There were countless creatures
who were ready to do anything for money. The political "boss",
carrying on a regular business in the disposal of votes, seemed
closely related to Nazi party ideas.
And then, he would continue, all the national divisions, those
contingents of European peoples, not fully Americanized in the
second and scarcely in the third generation, but crowded in their
ghettos in the great cities, accessible to every sort of propaganda;
or those who remain in close contact with their home country, and
thus have the divided allegiance which is the most dangerous of all
things in these times. When even the peoples of countries with a
long-established national tradition can be shaken in their
allegiance to it and induced to throw off all their political beliefs
like a tiresome cloak, what can be expected of these immigrants,
who are as yet untouched by the political and social ideas of the
New World?
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